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DISCUSSION PARTS 

Ã Part 1: Registration & Licensing 

Ã Part 2: Commercial Driver & Vehicle Safety 

Ã Part 3: Hazardous Materials Transportation 

Ã Part 4: Size & Weight Laws 
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DISCUSION TOPICS 

Ã What is a Commercial Motor Vehicle? 

Ã Driver Qualification 

Ã Carrier Identification 

Ã Driver Regulations 

Ã Vehicle Safety 

Ã Vehicle Maintenance 

Ã Size and Weight Regulations 

Ã Why is my Truck Being Stopped? 

Ã Hazardous Material 
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PART 1: Registration & Licensing 

Ã EQUIPMENT REGISTRATION: TAGS/LICENSE PLATES 

 

Ã UNIFIED CARRIER REGISTRATION (UCR) 

 

Ã GEORGIA INTRASTATE MOTOR CARRIER (GIMC) REGISTRATION 
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PART 1 

Ã EQUIPMENT REGISTRATION: TAGS/LICENSE PLATES 

 

ÃOCGA 40-2-20 (b) (2) (a): It shall be a 

misdemeanor to operate any vehicle required to 

be registered in the State of Georgia without a 

valid numbered license plate properly 

validatedé. 
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Equipment Registration (Tags) 

   Trucks, truck-tractors, trailers, and portable log 
loaders equipped as trailers and moved on the 
public roads are considered as trailers and MUST 
be registered, and MUST display a valid license 
plate. 

 

   Georgia Law (O.C.G.A. 40-2-151(17)(B) states 
that skidders, tractors, and loaders used only in the 
woods shall not be required to be licensed. 
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UNIFIED CARRIER REGISTRATION (UCR) 

Ã The UCR Program is applicable to carriers who 

operate vehicles that exceed 10,000 lbs., GVWR in 

INTERSTATE commerce. UCR does not apply to carriers 

who operate solely WITHIN Georgia (Intrastate). 

Ã UCR requirements are found in OCGA § 40-2-140. 

Carriers can register for UCR online at: 

www.gamccd.net  OR, 

you can download an application for UCR at: 

http://dps.georgia.gov/forms 
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GIMC 

Ã The Georgia Intrastate Motor Carrier Registration 

(GIMC):is applicable to carriers who operate vehicles 

that exceed 10,000 lbs., GVWR in INTRASTATE 

commerce. GIMC is basically the òGeorgia onlyó 

version of UCR; the specific requirements are found in 

OCGA § 40-2-140. Carriers can register for UCR 

online at: and www.gamccd.net OR,  

   download the form at: http://dps.georgia.gov/forms 

   Phone: (844) 238-8097 (toll free) or (404) 624-7247  

   Fax: (404) 624-7248  
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QUESTIONS 

Ã Any Questions on Registration & Licensing?  
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PART 2 

Ã COMMERCIAL VEHICLE & DRIVER SAFETY 
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What is a Commercial Vehicle?  
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CMV? 

Is this a Commercial Motor Vehicle? 
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CMV? 
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Applicability of Regulations 

Ã Interstate Carrier: 

 

ÄVehicles 10,001 lb. or over GVWR 

ÄFully subject to Federal Safety Regs 

ÄCDL Applies at 26,001 lb. GVWR 

ÄPlacardable Haz-Mat 
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Applicability of Regulations 

Ã Intrastate Carrier: 

 

ÄVehicles 10,001 lb. or over GVWR 

ÄPlacardable Haz-Mat 

ÄForest Products: 

ÂCDL Applies at 26,001 lbs. GVWR 

ÂSafety Regs Apply at 26,001 lbs. GVWR 

ÂGA traffic law applicable to ALL 
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Forest Products Trucking Rules  

Interstate vs. Intrastate:  

Ã Interstate: 

Ä Transports products across, or that are intended to go 
across, a state line 

Ã Intrastate Carrier: 

ÄOperates only within boundaries of Georgia 

Ã Unmanufactured Forest Products: 

ÄUnmachined logs, unmachined posts, pulpwood, wood chips, 
bark, saw-mill waste, stumps and pine-straw. (Private 
Carrier transportation) 
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GA Forest Product Trucking Rules 

On July 1, 2011 

 

Ã For intrastate carriers, the definition of a commercial 

motor vehicle as specified in the GA Forestry Product 

Trucking rules (4-390.5) changed to become uniform 

CDL classifications. Applicability of rules changed 

from 44,000 lbs to 26,001 lbs. 

 

Alsoéé. 
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Also as of July 1, 2011éé 

ÃThe term òunmanufactured forest productó shall not 

include the for-hire or private transportation of 

logs or debris by a motor carrier whose primary 

business is tree removal in conjunction with, but not 

limited to, residential landscaping, commercial 

landscaping or utility right-of-way clearing or 

maintenance. 
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Driver Qualification 

ÃCommercial Driverõs License 

ÄRequired @ 26,001 lb. GVWR and over 

ÄRequired both Interstate and Intrastate 

Ä Interstate CDL Holder must be 21+ 

Ä Intrastate CDL Holder must be 18+ 

ÄMay need CDL and endorsements when operating 

service trucks if placardable quantity of Hazardous 

Materials is on board. 

 

 

26,001 lb. GVWR 
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Driver Qualification 

Ã All operators of commercial motor vehicles must 

possess a valid Medical Examinerõs Certificate 

(medical card). 

ÃThe medical examinerõs certificate must be legible, 

contain an Expiration date and National Registry 

number. 
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Medical Certificate  

Ã National Registry of Certified Medical Examiners 

Ã https://nationalregistry.fmcsa.dot.gov 

Ã All commercial drivers whose current medical 

certificate expires on or after May 21, 2014, at 

expiration of that certificate must be examined by 

a medical professional listed on the National 

Registry of Certified Medical Examiners 
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Medical Certificate 
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Communicationé. 

 It is the responsibility of the driver and the motor 

carrier to be able to communicate in the country in 

which the driver/carrier is operating so that safety 

is not compromised. 

 

 Drivers unable to communicate sufficiently to 

understand and respond to official inquiries and 

directions will be placed OOS. (391.11(b)(2)) 
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Driver Qualification 

Ã Motor carriers that employ drivers of commercial 

motor vehicles must have drug and alcohol testing 

programs; 

 

Ã Motor carriers must also maintain a qualification file 

on each driver. 
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Vehicle Identification (49 CFR, 390.21) 

Ã Vehicles must be marked & identified with carrier 
name and US DOT number 

Ã Both sides of power unit 

Ã Contrasting colors 

Ã Visible from 50 feet 

ÄIn General, letters should be approximately 2ó high or 
larger 

Ã Information must  be updated every 2 years! 

July 24, 2013 

25 



Carrier & USDOT # Markingé 

The Trucking Co.
Atlanta, GA

US DOT 654321
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Driver Requirements 

Ã Drivers must not have a radar/laser detector in the 
vehicle, even if it doesnõt work! 

Ã Drivers must ensure that the load and any dunnage, 
equipment, spare parts, etc. are secured. 

Ã Drivers must properly wear seatbelts. 

Ã No drugs or alcohol in vehicle. 

ÄAlcohol prohibited closed or open! 
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Driver Requirements 

Ã Warning Triangles 

 

ÄMay use ò4-wayó flashers for up to 10 minutes 

Ä Triangles must be placed after 10 minutes 

ÂPlacement depends on roadway type and vehicle location 

Ä Flame producing devices (flares) prohibited 

 

Ã RR Crossings 

ÄUse caution 

Ä Trains have right-of-way 
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Driver Requirements 

Ã Hours of Service and log books (RODS) 

 

ÄForestry vehicle drivers who drive intrastate only, and 
transport unmanufactured forestry products, are not 
subject to the hours of service or record of duty status (log 
book) requirements. 

ÄThe term unmanufactured forestry products does not include 
the for-hire transportation of wood chips, bark, sawmill 
waste or shavings. (RODS & HOS apply). 

ÄHowever, in the interest of highway safety, tired drivers 
shouldnõt be allowed to operate a CMV. Doing so violates 
GA law since a driver cannot operate a CMV if he/she is 
so ill or fatigued that they create a hazard. 
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Interstate Carriers: Short Haul Operations 

Title 49, CFR, 395.1(e) 

No RODS (log book) required if: 

Ã (i) The driver operates within a 100 air-mile radius 

of the normal work reporting location; the driver, 

except a driver-salesperson, returns to the work 

reporting location and is released from work within 

12 consecutive hours; driver has at least 10 

consecutive hours off duty separating each 12 hours 

on duty; driver does not exceed the maximum 

driving time following 10 consecutive hours off duty; 

and,éé 
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Short Haul Operations: 395.1(e) 

 

Ã The motor carrier that employs the driver maintains 

and retains for a period of 6 months accurate and true 

time records showing the time the driver reports for 

duty each day; the total number of hours the driver is 

on duty each day; the time the driver is released from 

duty each day; and the total time for the preceding 7 

days in accordance with §395.8(j)(2) for drivers used 

for the first time or intermittently. 
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Drivers cannot: 

Ã Use alcohol, or be under the influence of alcohol, 

within 4 hours before going on duty 

 

Ã Have any measured alcohol concentration or 

detected presence of alcohol, while on duty, or 

operating, or in physical control of a commercial 

motor vehicle; or 

 

Ã Possess alcohol in a commercial vehicle 

Alcohol Use & or Possession 
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Drug Use /Possession 

Ã No driver shall be on duty and possess, be under the 

influence of, or use, any of the following drugs or other 

substances: 

Ã Any Schedule I substance; 

Ã An amphetamine or any formulation thereof (including, 

but not limited, to ôôpep pills,õõ and ôôbenniesõõ); 

Ã (a)(3) A narcotic drug or any derivative thereof; or 

Ã (a)(4) Any other substance, to a degree which renders the 

driver incapable of safely operating a motor vehicle. 
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Vehicle Components 

Ã Lights, reflectors, and flags 

 

ÄCenter-side marker lights required on trailers and trucks 
over 30 feet long 

 

ÄLoads that extend 4 feet or more past rear of trailer 

ÂAmber strobe lamp required (LED option as of 01-01-09) 

ÂFlash 60 times per minute 

ÂVisible from 500 feet; sides and rear 

Â2 Red or Orange Flags-- 18ó X 18ó 
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Light Emitting Diode (LED) 

 

Ã On January 1, 2009, OCGA 40-8-27, relating to 

the placement of lights, flags, or strobe lamps on 

projecting loads, was amended to allow certain 

LED type lamps. 
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LED LAMP REQUIREMENTS 

 

Ã "(b.1) In lieu of the strobe type lamp or lamps 

provided for in subsection (b) of this Code section, 

any motor vehicle or trailer transporting a load of 

logs, long pulpwood, poles, or posts which extend 

more than 4-feet beyond the rear of the body or bed 

of such vehicle shall have securely affixed as close as 

practical to the end of any such projection ééé.. 

Ã NOTE: Push bumpers are considered the rear most 

portion of trailers.     
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LED LAMP REQUIREMENTS 

 

Ã One light-emitting diode (LED) light equipped with a 

multidirectional type lens, mounted so as to be visible 

from the rear and from both sides of the projecting 

load. If the mounting of one light-emitting diode (LED) 

light cannot be accomplished so that it is visible from 

the rear and from both sides of the projecting load, 

multiple light-emitting diode (LED) lights shall be 

utilized so as to meet the visibility requirements of 

this subsection. 
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LED LAMP REQUIREMENTS 

Ã The light-emitting diode (LED) light shall flash at a 

rate of at least 60 flashes per minute and shall be 

plainly visible from a distance of at least 500 feet 

from the rear and sides at a radius of 180 

degrees (òhalf moonó) of the projecting load at 

any time of the day or night. 

Ã Any LED light shall be constructed of durable, 

weather resistant material and may be powered 

by the vehicle's electrical system or by an 

independent battery system, or both.  
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LED LAMP REQUIREMENTS 

 

Ã If the light-emitting diode (LED) light is powered by 

an independent battery system, the driver of the 

vehicle shall have in his or her immediate 

possession charged, spare batteries for use in case 

of battery failure. 
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NOT LEGAL in GA !!!!! 

Ã This lamp does not conform to the visibility 

requirements of GA Law. (OCGA 40-8-27) 
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Conspicuity Requirements 

Ã Reflective Tape (Title 49, CFR, 393.13) 

ÄRed & White Tape 

ÄRequired for trailers and for new tractors 

Ä Trailers: 

ÂSides: 50% of trailer length (e.g., 48 foot trailer = 24 feet of tape 
down each side) 

ÂRear: Full width across rear deck and rear bumper 

ÂMay use reflectors instead of tape 

 

Ä Truck-Tractors: (NHTSA; 49 CFR 571.108 (FMVSS No. 108))  

 

ÂRequired on new tractors built July 1, 1997 or later 

ÂRear cab òupside down ôLõ ó and red/white tape on mud flap holders 
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Reflective Tape: Truck-Tractor 

 

July 24, 2013 

42 



Vehicle Components 

Ã Brakes 
Ä  Brakes are required on tractor steering axles 
Â3-axle tractors built before July 25, 1980 exempt 

ÄBrakes are required on any trailer weighing over 3,000 
pounds 

ÄAutomatic slack adjusters required 
ÂVehicles (including trailers) built after October 19, 1994 

ÄAntilock brakes required 
ÂMost vehicles (including trailers) built after February 1998 

ÂTruck tractors built after February 1997 

ÂMalfunction indicators required on vehicles built after February 2001 

ÄBrake violations are VERY common! 
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Brake Components 

Ã Make sure all brakes are properly adjusted. 

 

Ã Normally the òidealó brake adjustment is 

approximately1ó of push rod stroke. 

 

Ã Make sure push rod strokes are balanced across 

axles; such can prevent accidental jackknives and 

steering complications. 
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Brake components é 

Ã When installing new air brake chambers, make sure 

they are properly installed.  

 

Ã Unless otherwise specified by the manufacturer, 

make sure that the brake push rod and the slack 

adjuster forms a 90-degree working angle upon 

service brake application, as follows é.. 
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Brake Components 

Ã Make sure brake linings (pads) are not contaminated 

with oil/grease, and are adequate in thickness. Pads 

cannot be decontaminated by steaming, washing, etc; 

they must be replaced. 

 

Ã S-cam shaft bushings must not be worn so as to allow 

non-rotational cam shaft movement. Check the bushings 

at both ends of the shaft. Worn S-cam shaft bushings 

negatively effect push rod stroke and braking torque. 
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Steering Components 

Ã Steering systems should not have steering wheel 

lash (looseness). 

 

Ã Steering components should not be worn (tie rods, u-

joints) 

 

Ã Pitman arm connection to steering box output shaft 

must be tight---no looseness. 

 

Ã No steering system fluid leaks. July 24, 2013 
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Fifth Wheels (Coupling Devices) 

Ã Must not be cracked or broken; 

 

ÃMust not be more than ıó of movement between 

upper & lower fifth wheel halves. 

 

Ã Mounting bolts must not be missing or loose. 

July 24, 2013 

48 



TIRE COVERS, aka, òMud-Flapsó 

Ã Georgia law (OCGA 40-8-75) DOES NOT require tire 

covers on truck-tractors. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ã A truck-tractor "Tractor" vehicle designed for use as a 

traveling power plant or for drawing other vehicles but 

having no provision for carrying loads independently. 

(OCGA 40-1-1). 
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Tire Covers 

Ã Trucks and Trailers must be equipped with tire 

covers; tire covers must have a ground clearance of 

not more than one-half (50%) of the distance from the 

center of the rearmost axle to the center of the 

protector (tire cover) under any conditions of loading. 

 

Ã Also, for maximum protection from flying debris, the 

tire covers must be at least as wide as the tires they 

are covering. 
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Tire Covers (example) 

Ã For example, if the distance from the center of a 

vehicleõs rearmost axle is 30-inches, then the minimum 

ground clearance is computed by dividing 30-inches 

50%. This equates to 15-inches. 

 

Ã Therefore, in this example the wheel flaps can be no 

higher than 15-inches from ground level. 
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Vehicle Components 

Ã Window Tint 
ÄWindshields and side windows must transmit 70% light 

ÄMost factory glass is already 70% transmission 

 

Ã Flame-producing warning devices (flares) prohibited 

 

Ã Tires 
ÄSteering axle not less than 4/32ó tread 

ÄOther tires not less than 2/32ó tread 

ÄMust not use òoff-road onlyó tires 

Ä IMPORTANT: Must comply with tire load ratings.  Exceeding the 
tire load rating is an out-of-service violation. 
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Cargo Securement 

Ã Rules of Thumb: 

ÄDouble-bunked pulpwood = 2 tiedowns per bunk 

Ä Tree-length = May need 3 tiedowns to comply with 1/6 rule 

ÄòHeadache Rackó required in Georgia 

Ã Regulation: 

Ä For wood contained by bunks, standards, etc., Working Load 

Limit (WLL) of Tiedowns must equal or exceed 1/6 of cargo 

weight 
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Working Load Limit 

Ã 3/8ó G43 (High Test) Chain Ÿ WLL 5,400 lb. 

Ã 3/8ó Wire Rope Ÿ WLL 3,000 lb. 

Ã 4ó Unmarked Webbing Ÿ WLL 4,000 lb. 

Load Wt. WLL Req. 3/8ó G43 

Chains 

3/8ó 

Cables 

4ó Web 

Straps 

48,000 8,000 2 3 2 

50,000 8,333 2 3 3 

55,000 9,166 2 4 3 

60,000 10,000 2 4 3 
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Cargo Securement 

Ã Marked tiedowns will be given WLL as marked 

 

Ã IMPORTANT: If markings are worn, torn, 

deteriorated, or unreadable, tiedown is treated as 

UNMARKED! 
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Tree Length Wood 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Additional tiedowns may be required for shorter wood or low friction situations [393.116(c)(4)]

Three 4" Web Straps REQUIRED for loads over 48,000 lb. net weight*

*Applies to UNMARKED Webbing

At least two tiedowns required for longwood logs [393.116(b)(3)]

Center of highest outside logs below top of standard [393.116(c)(3)]

Longwood must touch at least 2 standards or rest on other wood and extend beyond standards [393.116(c)(2)]
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Double Bunked Wood 

Shortwood loaded lengthwise requires at least two tiedowns per stack [393.116(e)]
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Equipment Securement 

Ã Equipment such as a small Bobcat that weighs less 

than 10,000 pounds must be secured with a 

minimum of 2 tie downs, one in the front and one in 

the rear. 
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Equipment Securement 

Ã Equipment that weighs 10,000 pounds or more must 

be secured with 4 separate tiedowns.  Additionally, 

articulated equipment must be locked or restrained 

against movement and accessory equipment, such as 

hydraulic shovels, must be completely lowered and 

secured to the vehicle. 
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Equipment Securement 
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Equip Securement/Low Boy Trailers 

Ã Ensure all equipment is properly secured. 

Ã Permits are required for loads exceeding; 

80,000lbs, 8õ6ó in width, 13õ6ó in height and 100õ 

in length. (Equipment only. Permits NOT issued for 

wood.) 

Ã Oversize and Overweight permits for heavy 

equipment will not be honored for equipment that 

can be loaded legally.   
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Equip Securement/Low Boy Trailers  

Ã Low Boy trailers that exceeds 102-inches in width, 

empty, are required to have an annual permit just 

to move the trailer on the highways. 

Ã Permitted loads are required to be marked as 

follows; The letters shall be black on orange or 

yellow backboard and shall be at least eight (8) 

inches high and four (4) inches wide. The backboard 

shall be at least one (1) foot high and six (6) feet 

wide. It shall be mounted on both the front of the 

vehicle and rear of the vehicle with the wording  

    òOVERSIZE LOADò. 
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CARGO DEBRIS 

Ã Upon unloading a load of logs, chips, etc., make 

sure all remaining cargo debris, such as loosely 

lying bark, chips, limbs, etc. is removed from the 

vehicle and vehicle components before operating 

the CMV on the highways. 

 

Ã Imagine the outcome if leftover debris were to 

strike a motorcyclist or other vehicle; such impact 

could prove life threatening. 
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Vehicle Maintenance 

Ã Intrastate vehicles 

ÄAnnual inspection required 

ÂTractors, trucks and trailers 

Ä Inspectors must be qualified 

ÂSelf-certification, min. 1 yr. experience / training 

ÄMaintenance records required 

ÄDaily written post-trip insp. not required 

 

Ã Interstate vehicles 

ÄFully subject to 49 CFR Part 396 
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         Vehicle Maintenance 

Ã CRACKS 

Ã Frame cracks one and one-half inches or longer in a 

frame side rail web.  

Ã Any cracked, loose, sagging or broken side rails 

permitting shifting of components.  

Ã Most Cracks in frames will place the vehicle 

    OUT OF SERVICE!  

 

July 24, 2013 

67 



July 24, 2013 68 


